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Aim: The objective of this course is to introduce students to the crucial developments of British drama from the 1950s to the 1980s with special emphasis on the analysis of nine representative plays. 

Course Outline:

Week I

General introduction

Week II

Theatre of the Absurd: Samuel Beckett, Waiting for Godot

Week III
Bayram holiday 
Week IV
Angry Young Men Movement: John Osborne, Look Back in Anger
Week V 
Kitchen Sink Drama: Arnold Wesker, The Kitchen
Week VI
8 November 2013, Midterm I

Week VII
Comedy of Menace: Harold Pinter, The Birthday Party
Week VIII
Irish Drama: Brian Friel, Philadelphia, Here I Come!
Week IX
Theatre of Cruelty: Edward Bond, Saved
Week X

Comedy of Manners: Alan Ayckbourn, Absurd Person Singular
Week XI
13 December 2013, Midterm II  

Week XII
Psychological Drama: Peter Shaffer, Amadeus
Week XIII
Feminist Drama: Caryl Churchill, Top Girls
Week XIV
General evaluation
Textbook: There is no set textbook for this course. Students themselves are responsible for obtaining the texts stated in the course outline. 

Method of Instruction: Lessons will consist of lectures, student presentations, and in-class discussions. 

Requirements: 

· Class attendance is necessary; therefore, more than eleven hours of absence will result in F1. 

· Since contribution in class discussions is essential, students are expected to attend the classes having read the texts. 

· Students are expected to make three- to five-minute presentations, either individually or in groups, on the plays which will be explored during the classes. 

· Students are to make ample use of the library and read secondary sources on the course topics.  

Assessment: There will be two midterm examinations, a presentation, and a final examination. The evaluation of students’ academic work will be based on: 


Presentation and class participation
10 %


Midterm examinations


40 %


Final examination


50 %

It should be especially noted that those who will not be able to take 50 points (out of 100) in the final examination will fail the course. Moreover, students’ English will definitely be taken into consideration in the grading of examination papers, and up to 25 % of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical and writing mistakes. 
