HACETTEPE UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH  LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

SYLLABUS

lED 690/790 Contemporary British Poetry

2011-2012 Autumn

Associate Prof Dr Huriye Reis

Class Hours: Monday 13:00-16:45 Seminar Room

E-mail: huriye@hacettepe.edu.tr

This course aims to introduce and study some of the major poetic movements and

representative poets in the second half of the twentieth century and early 21st century in British poetry. The movement poets, the poetry of the seventies and the "new poetry" of the eighties and nineties and the millenium will be studied in textual, cultural and historical contexts.

Week I : (3 October 2011)Introduction: An Overview: T. S. Eliot and after. The Concept of a Period Style. The period Style of the 1930s in England, the English Romantic revival.

Week lI: The Movement Poetry: Theory and Practice:Larkin and His Contemporaries: Larkin's Poetry (Two papers I: Larkin's poetic achievement and views on poetry; and  a reading of Larkin's early and late poetry) 

Week III: Poetry in the 1960s and 1970s: Ted Hughes (Two papers I:New directions in British poetry and Ted Hughes' synthesis, his views on poetry)

Week IV&V: Ted Hughes' poetry (Two papers I: a reading of Hughes' nature poetry, a critical reading of myth and symbolism in Hughes' poetry)

Week VI:  ( 7 November 2011) No Class Bayram Holiday 
WeekVII: The Poetry of 1980s and 1990s: Theory and Practice: The New Poetry

Simon Armitage, Carol Ann Duffy, Glyn Maxwell (One paper I on Armitage and Maxwell,

(their views on poetry and a reading of their poetry) one paper I on Carol Ann Duffy)

Week VIII: Open form: Projective verse, Postmodernism (Two papers I on postmodernism and open form, and British Postmodern poets,British Postmoderns, John Ash, (one paper II on John Ash as a British postmodern poet, major concerns and practice)

Week IX: Peter Didsbury and Ian McMillan (two papers II)

Week X: Black British Poetry: Jackie Kay and Linton Kwesi Johnson (two papers II on issues of identity: national, racial, gender issues)

Week XI: The Poetry of Ireland, Seamus Heaney (one paper II)

Week XII: The poetry of  Ireland, Paul Durcan and Nuala Ni Dhomhnaill (two papers II)

Week XIII:  The Poetry of Scotland: Douglas Dunn, Robert Crawford and Liz Lochhead (two papers II)
Week XIV:  (02 January 2011)The Poetry of Scotland: Douglas Dunn, Robert Crawford and Liz Lochhead (two papers II)
Requirements: Attendance is obligatory. Class participation is essential. (Class participation and contribution to class will be graded) Students are required to prepare their discussions in writing and present their views orally and clearly. Students will write two papers on a given topic which they will present in the class orally, and

will hand in their papers soon after their oral presentation of the paper. There will be a Mid-term exam if necessary.There will be a final exam/paper. Students are advised to consult the instructor about their topics and theses for their papers and the final exam/paper.

Paper I: 25 %

Paper II: 25 %

Class Participation and Contribution (short oral presentations): 25 %

Final Paper: 25 %

Suggested Preliminary Reading:

Philip Larkin: "Introduction to Jill", "An Interview with the Observer", "An Interview With the Paris Review", "The Pleasure Principle", "Writing Poems", "It Could Only happen in

England", Introduction to All What Jazz" The Whitsun Weddings" (Int.), Point of No Return

Charles Olson, "Projective Verse"in Modern Poets on Modern Poetry. London: Collins, 1966.

pp.271-82

The Letters of D. H. Lawrence. Ed. George J. Zytutuk and James T. Boulton. Cambridge:

Cambridge UP, 1981.pp. 103-4.

I.Acheson, James. Contemporary British poetry: essays in theory and criticism

State University of New York P Albany 1996

2.Alexander, Michael, Sons of Ezra: British poets and Ezra Pound

Rodopi Amsterdam 1995

3.Allnutt, Gillian. The new British poetry, 1968-88

Paladin:Grafton Books London 1988

4.Barker, Jonathan. Poetry in Britain and Ireland since 1970

British Council London 1995

5.Bradley, Jerry. The movement: British poets of the 1950s

Twayne Publishers ;Maxwell Mac New York :Toron 1993

6.Couzyn, Jeni. The Bloodaxe book of contemporary women poets: eleven British writers

Bloodaxe Books [n.p.] 1985

7.Day, Gary, British poetry from the 1950s to the 1990s : politics and art

Macmillan London 1997

8.Hampson, R. B . New British poetries: the scope of the possible

Manchester University Press;D Manchester [Eng 1993

9.Jackaman, Rob. A study of cultural centres and margins in British poetry since 1950 :

Edwin Mellen Press Lewiston 1995

1O.Kennedy, David. New relations: the refashioning of British poetry, 1980-1994

Seren Bridgend, Mid G 1996

11.Lucie-Smith, Edward. British poetry since 1945

Penguin Books [Harmondsworth] 1985

12.Matthews, Steven, Yeats as precursor: readings in Irish, British, and American poetry

St. Martin's Press New York 2000
13.Robinson, Alan Instabilities in contemporary British poetry.

Macmillan Pr. [London] 1988

14.Thwaite, Anthony. Poetry today: a critical guide to British poetry, 1960-1984

Longman :In association with t London ;New Yor 1985

15.Tuma, Keith. Fishing by obstinate isles: modern and postmodern British poetry and

American Reader. Northwestern University Press Evanston, Ill. 1998

16.Ward, John Powell, The English line: poetry of the unpoetic from Wordsworth to Larkin

Macmillan London 1991

17.Woodring, Carl, The Columbia anthology of British poetry

Columbia University Press New York 1995

18.Woodring, Carl, The Columbia history of British poetry. Columbia University Press

New York 1993

19. B. Morrison. The Movement: English Poetry and Fiction of the 1950s (London 1980)

20. Michael Hulse, David Kennedy and David Morley. (eds) The New Poetry. (Bloodaxe

Books, 1993)

21.R.P Draper, An Introduction to twentieth-century poetry in English (New York: St.

Martin's Press, 1999.

22.David Perkins. A History of Modern Poetry. Two Vol. Cambridge: The Belknap Press of

Harvard University, 1987

23. The Bloodaxe book of contemporary women poets: eleven British writers. Bloodaxe

Books [n.p.] 1985.

24. The Penquin book of contemporary Irish poetry

Penquin Books London 1990

25. Buchbinder, David. Contemporary literary theory and the reading of poetry

Macmillan: Basingstoke, 1991.

