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Title of the Course: IED 6/773 18th Century English Novel
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Class Hours and Room: Tuesday 09:00-13:00 Seminar Room

Aim and Content: The course aims to work on and analyse the British novel of the 18th century with reference to all the features of the Enlightenment (social, political, literary history and intellectual) and the birth of the modern novel as a literary genre. The major aim of the course is to focus on as many examples that exemplify 18th century British novel as possible to understand the development of the novel as a marginal prose writing then and  to perceive it as a substantial product of the period now. The formalism of the 20th century and different waves of structuralism and critical theory were hostile to the historical questions about texts and showed great interest in the texts that were considered “great.” In the second half of the 20th century and now with the increase in the number of approaches to literary texts, the neglected novels of the 18th century are regarded as hosts to unexplored ideas, hence the analyses of the texts, including the 18th century British novel, have gained utmost significance. To fulfill this aim, first these approaches will be introduced, then relevant terms and concepts in relation to the subgenres along with the social matters of the period will be studied before the analysis of the novels.

Course Outline:

Week I and II: General introduction to the 18th century novel.
Week III: Presentation of the short terms: romance, novella (novel), epistolary novel, picaresque novel, political novel, realism and the 18th century novel, sentimental novel, gothic novel, women novelists (the treatment of love and marriage), satire, journalism, grub street, clubs, the magazines, industrial revolution, Don Quixote and its influence on the 18th century novel.

Week IV: Defoe, Roxana
Week V: Richardson, Clarissa
Week VI: kurban bayramı
Week VII: Fielding, Jonathan Wild, the Great
Week VIII: Haywood, Love in Excess
Week IX: Inchbald, A Simple Story, Burney, Evelina
Week X: Fielding, The Adventures of David Simple
Week XI: Lennox, Female Quixote
Week XII: Walpole, The Castle of Otranto, Lewis, The Monk
Week XIII: Smollett, The Expedition of Humphry Clinker  

Week XIV: Sterne, The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy
Primary Reading: 

Michael McKeon, The Origins of the English Novel
Dale Spender, Mothers of the Novel
Cheryl Turner, Living by the Pen
Ros Ballaster, Seductive Forms
Catherine Craft-Fairchild, Masquerade and Gender
Eva Figes, Sex and Subterfuge
Jane Spender, The Rise of the Woman Novelist
John Richetti, The Cambridge Companion to the Eighteenth Century Novel
Assessment: 2 short papers (20%), 2 long papers (30%) class participation (30%), and a final exam (20%). The papers will be submitted in MLA format. PhD students will submit one extra paper in the last week. In the grading of all written and oral presentations, 25% will be taken off for English mistakes.   
Requirements: Attendence is obligatory, more than 3 weeks of absence will result in an F1. Students are expected to come to class on time having read the assigned material, to prepare their topics and participate actively in class discussions.

Method: There will be lectures, seminars, presentations and class discussions. Students are responsible to read and think about each topic and novel that will be discussed in class every week.

